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Highlights of Insect Conditions 
SPOTTED AL¥Y ALFA APHID continues to cause damage in some coun- 
ties of California; increasing in Brazos and Burleson Counties, Texas; 
but infestations low at Yuma, Arizona. (pp. 1018, 1027). 


WiiTE CRUBS damaging small grains in Mayes and Rogers Counties, 
Oklahoma. Other small grain insect conditions in this State. (p. 1026). 


SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL generally light in infested areas of Louisiana 
but a few heavy infestations in southwestern parishes. (p. 1020). 


PINK BOLLV. ORM infestations showing increases over 1954 in some 
areas of Louisiana, Texas, and Oklahoma. (p. 1021). 


PORES iINSECP situation in South Carolina. (p. 1021). 
SCREW~VORM heavy on livestock in Autauga County, Alabama, (p. 1022). 


Increased numbers of RICE WEEVILS and ANGOUMOIS GRAIN MOTH 
over last year in Arkansas. (p. 1023). 


RECENT INTERCEPTIONS at ports of entry. (p. 1024). 
STATES reporting this week - 24. 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending November 4, 1955, unless 
otherwise designated. 


WEATHER FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER ty, USS 


The week's weather wes featured by a spell of unusually cold weather 
for so early in the season, as a cold Arctic air mass, moving rapidly 
from the Canadian Northwest, overspread the western half of the 
Country cn the 2d and the eastern half on the 3d and 4th. Many sta- 
tions in the Rocky Mountains recorded subzero minima, some for the 
first time this season. The lowest reported was -11~ at Frazer, 
Colorado. Frost occurred in the San Joaquin Valley and Santa Maria 
area of California. Ponds and lakes froze over in the extreme North 
Central Interior, where local areas are now covered with Snow. Large 
end rapid temperature falls occurred in the South Central faterior, 
Shreveport, Louisiana reporting a drop of 47° from 85° on the after- 
noon of the 2d to 38° the following morning. Freezing during this 
spell occurred in all areas except coastal regions and the extreme 
south section. 


The widespread cold early in the week resulted in below-normal 
average temperatures for the week everywhere except in New England, 
New York, and southern portions of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, ' 
where averages were normei or Slightly above. In the former area 
maxima were below normal, but minima were generally much above, 
owing to persistent cloudiness and precipitation. Averages were 8° 
below normal in northern Florida, 4° to 6° in the Midwest, and 6° to 9° 
in the northern Great Plains. 


The week's heaviest precipitation fell on the north Pacific Coast, with 
totals ranging from 8 to 6 inches in the lower Valleys and exceeding 

8 inches at higher elevations in the Cascades. Flooding occurred in 
Whatcom, Skagit, and Snohomish Counties of Washington, where several 
families evacuated their homes, and landslides on the Olympia Penin- 
Sula blocked some highways. 


Heavy rains also fell in southern New En land, causing some flooding, 
particularly in southeastern Massachuset S, where totals ranged from 

3 to over 5 inches. Other areas with heavy rain included the lower Ohio 
and parts of the Mississippi Valley. 


In the remainder of the Country precipitation was generally very light, 
resulting in continued dry soil in the Southeast and a need for more 
moisture in the Great Plains and Far Southwest. 


One to 3 inches of snow fell over the winter wheat belt in western 
Washington; 3 inches covers the ground in north-central Wisconsin; 

lichigan reported the first general snowstorm cf the season on the 3d; 
and as much as 8 inches of snow fell in northwestern Connecticut. 


(Summary Supplied by U.S. Weather Bureau) 
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GRASSHOPPERS - CALIFORNIA - Populations throughout Modoc 
County reported lower than in past ten years. Areas usually subject 
to damage are almost free of grasshoppers. (Cal. Coop. Rept.) 

Oct, 21-31), UTAH - Still active in Spite of repeated frosts and some 
Snow. (Knowlton). 


EUROPEAN CORN BORER (Pyrausta nubilalis) - KANSAS - Average 
percent stalks infested and average number of borers per 100 stalks 

by counties: Jackson, 6 percent and 10 borers per 100 stalks; Nemaha, 
8 and 11; Marshall, 5 and 5; Pottawatomie, 5 and 5. (Matthew). 
ARKANSAS - Reported in 4 additional counties for the first time: 
Franklin, Logan, Yell, Pope. Infestations light except in Mississippi 
and Crittenden Counties. Infestations in 24 counties average 7 per- 
cent. (Warren). INDIANA - Survey results show percent infestation 
and average number of borers per 100 plants as follows: Northern 
counties, 78 percent and 169 borers; north central counties, 94 and 
313; southeast central counties, 72 and 179; southwest central counties, 
34 and 37; eastern Ohio River counties, 69 and 208; and western Ohio 
River counties, 1 and 1. State average was 65 percent infested and 
I'/2 borers per 100 plants. (Wilson, Gould, Everly, Schuder), 
MARYLAND - Fall abundance survey indicates principal increase 

is on Eastern Shore, Average number of borers per 100 plants over 
State was 140 compared with 41 in 1954, (UE Midse Ent Dept.) 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - TEXAS - A few found in large 
winter wheat of Hale, Floyd, and Swisher Counties. One field of 
volunteer barley had a few greenbugs in it. (Daniels). 


SORGHUM WEBWORM (Celama sorghiella) - TEXAS - Heavy local 
infestations on sorghum in Zavala County. Grain has been ruined for 
seed. (Richardson). 


SOUTHWESTERN CORN BORER (Diatraea grandiosella) - KANSAS - 

No borers found in Atchison, Doniphan, Jackson Brown, Nemaha, 

Marshall, and Pottawatomie Counties. (Matthew). ARKANSAS - 

_ Range extended into seven known new counties: Miller, Hempstead, 
Sevier, Howard, Montgomery, Pulaski, and Cleburne. Infestations 

did not increase to heavy numbers except in two local areas of Pope 

and Yell Counties. (Warren). 


SUGARCANE BORER (Diatraea saccharalis}) - TEXAS - Heavy local 
infestations on sorghum in Zavala County. Borers numerous in 
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Stalks. (Richardson). LOUISIANA ~ Dainage to sugarcane severe 
and widespread over the sugarcane-growing areas. (Oliver). 


WIREWORMS - LOUISIANA - Heavy infestation in sugarcane at St. 
Martinville, St. Martin Parish. (Oliver). 


A SUGARCANE SCALE (Targionia sacchari) - FLORIDA - Average 


516) pes joint of para grass in St. Lucie County, October 24. (Campbell, 
Miles). 


LESSER CORNSTALK BORER (Elasmopalpus lignosellus) - LOUISIANA - 
Heavily infesting sugarcane in St Mary Parish. (Oliver). 


FALL ARMYWORM (Laphygma frugiperda) - LOUISIANA - Heavily 
infesting seedling corn at Centerville, St. Mary Parish, (Oliver). 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy 


damage to corn reported general in Glenn County. (Cal. Coop. Rept., 
@ck 21=31). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID - CALIFORNIA - General infestation 

on alfalfa in Madera County with damage moderate, Infestations 
general in Kings County and heavy, general infestations in Kern County. 
Ligkt to medium infestations in ail alfalfa growing-areas of Tehama 
County and severe damage to alfalfa in western part of Riverside 
County, with no serious damage in desert areas. Taken for first time 
on alfalfa in Butte County, October 3. (Cal. Coop. Rept., Oct. 21-31). 
ARIZONA - Infestation low, October 28, in Gila and Yuma Valley 
areas near Yuma. Fields in full growth average two aphids per 20 
trifoliate leaves and a high of 11 per 20 trifoliate leaves. Spotted 
infestation in Graham County not as severe as last year at this time. 
(Anniz, (Coop. Rept). KANSAS] mound in all alfalfa fields examined 

in Marshall, Nemaha, Brown, Doniphan, J ackson, and Atchison 
Counties. (Matthew). TEXAS - Building up in some alfalfa fields in 

the Brazos River bottoms of Brazos and Burleson Counties. (Randolph). 


APHIDS - KANSAS - Yellow clover aphids found on red clover in 
Doniphan, Brown, Atchison, and Nemaha Counties ranged from 4-20 
per 20 sweeps. (Matthew). VIRGINIA - Aphids, probably Macrosiphum 
pisi, damaging an alfalfa field in Rockingham County, (Peterson). 

PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - KANSAS - Found in alfalfa of 
Doniphan, Brown, and Nemaha Counties from 5-60 per 20 sweeps. 
(Matthew), MARYLAND - Average 80 per sweep in alfalfa in Cecil 
County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept. ). 
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MEADOW SPITTLEBUG (Philaenus leucophthalmus) - VIRGINIA - 
Still active and laying €ggs in southwestern area. {Muka), 


THREE-CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER (Spissistilus festinus) - 
TEXAS - Continues to damage alfalfa in Brazos River bottoms in 
Brazos and Burleson Counties, (Randolph). VIRGINIA - More 
severe than usual on alfalfa in Prince Edward County. Medium 
infestation county-wide, (Striplin). 


COWPEA CURCULIO (Chalcodermus aeneus) - TEXAS - Very . 
heavy infestations on blackeyed peas in Willacy and Hidalgo Counties. 
(Wene, Deer), 


CLOVER ROOT CURCULIO (Sitona hi 


spidula) - MARYLAND - Adults 


average one per sweep in alfalfa in Cecil County.(U; Md. = Ent) Dept: 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera bostica) - MARYLAND - Adults aver- 
aged one per five Sweeps in alfalfa in Cecil County. Laying eggs in 
alfalfa stems at University Farms, Montgomery County. (U. Md. ; 

Ent. Dept. ), 


4 LEAF HOPPER (Colladonus geminatus) - OREGON - One specimen 
collected in Corvallis area, July i. (Det. D. A. Young). This im- 
portant vector of virus diseases of peach and cherry was previously 


taken only at Dailas and McMinnville of Willamette Valiey. (Swenson). 


BLACK SCALE (Saissetia oleae) - CALIFORNIA - Light to heavy 


infestation in citrus orchards in western part of Riverside County. 
(Cal. Coop. Rept., Oct. 21-31). 


YELLOW SCALE (Aonidiella citrina) - CALIFORNIA - Medium to 
heavy infestations on citrus trees in Orland, Glenn County. (Cal. 
Coop. Rept., October 21-31). 


CALIFORNIA RED SCALE (Aonidiella aurantii) - Light infestation on 
citrus in Riverside County. (Cal. Oop) Rep, Oct 121231) 


OLIVE SCALE (Parlatoria oleae) - CALIFORNIA - Medium infesta- 
tions in olives and shrubs in Willows, Glenn County. (Cal. Coop. 
INI, 4, OG Ass 


~~ 
° 


TENOZ0= 


PACIFIC MITE ( Tetranychus pacificus) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy 
cefoliation during heat spell caused considerable sunburned nuts in 
Lake County. (Cal. Coop. ep. Octo) eye 


A WALNUT APHID (Panaphis ‘uqlandis} - CALIFORNIA - Taken 
August 30 for first time on walnut in Monterey County. Southern- 
most record for State, (Cal. Coop. Rept., Oct. 21-31), 


WALNUT HUSK FLY (Rhagoletis completa) - CALIFORNIA - 
Medium to heavy infestation in all walnut-producing areas in River- 


Side County. - Collected in Kern County September 19, (Cal. Coop. 
Rept, Oct les) 


A WOOLLY WHITEFLY (Aleurothrixus floccosus) - FLORIDA - 


Nymphs moderately infesting mandarins at Winter Haven, Polk 
County. (Henderson). 


RED-HUMPED CATERPILLAR (Schizura concinna) - CALIFORNIA - 


Medium to heavy infestation in walnuts, Glenn County. (Cal. Coop. 
Rept Och 21=3i)) : 
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SWEETPOTATO WEEVIL (Cylas formicarius elegantulus) - LOUISIANA = 


Lightly infested potato fields generally, with a few local heavy infes- 
tations in southwestern area. Cypressvine (Quamoclit sp. ) heavily 
infested at Centerville, St. Mary Perish. (Oliver). 


CUIWORMS - UTAH - Damaging young sugar beets planted for seed 
in Washington County, (Hughes). 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (Epilachna varivestis) - VIRGINIA - Adults 
and pupae numerous on fall crop beans not properly treated in eastern 
area. (Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster), 


CORN EARWORM (Heliothis armigera) - VIRGINIA - Numerous 


and injuring lima beans and snap beans in eastern area, (Brubaker, 
Greenwood, Hofmaster). 


x. 


CABBAGE APHID (Brevicoryne brassicae) - VIRGINIA - Increasing 
on Kale in eastern area. ‘Brubaker, Greenwood, Hofmaster). 


, 
| 
: 
) 
| 


102i - 


PLEA BEETLES - UTAH - Damaging young sugar beets for next 
year's seed crop in Washington Couniy. Some fields have been 
treated. (Hughes, Knowlton). 


MEXICAN MEALYBUG (Phenacoccus gossypii) - FLORIDA - 
Populations averaging over 200 per okra plant and over 200 on 
cotton in Indian River County, Cctober 14. (Burnett). 
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PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossvpiella) - Beginning with the 
western tier of parishes in LOUISIANA and extending to central 
TEXAS, north into eastern half of OKLAHOMA, as far north as 
inspection has been made, nearly all counties show increases com- 
pared with 1954. Results of gin trash inspection in CALIFORNIA 
have been negative so far. Results if 116 lint cleaner inspections 
in the Mississippi Delta areas were negative also. In the older 
quarantined areas of southwestern Oklahoma 14 bollworms per in- 
Spection were found on lint cleaners compared with 4. 6 for the same 
period in 1954, Results of examinations of a substantial number of 
green bolls in northeast Texas show that nearly 100 percent of 
fields are infested and build-up in the few remaining bolls has been 
heavy. In Columbia and Hempstead Counties, ARKANSAS, 700 
bolls and 300 blooms were examined and no pink bollworms found. 
(Pink Bollworm Cont. Prog. Rept., Oct. 16-31). 
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over a four thousand square-mile area since early summer. About 

14, 400 infested pines are currently scattered through these counties. 
The outbreak is now endemic; but infestations in Union and Newberry 
Counties are still in dangerous numbers. SOUTHERN PINE BEETLE 
has shown considerable activity in Oconee and Pickens Counties during 
September and October. (Merkel, Barker). 
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A GROUND PEARL (Margarodes meridionalis) - FLORIDA - Nymphs 


10-25 per square inch of root of ternstroemia at Gainesville, Alachua 
County, October 25, (Det. L. C. Kuitert). (Denmark). 


A SEAGRAPE BORER (Hexeris enhydris) - FLORIDA - Causing 
ae aS to seagrapes at St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, October 19. 
Daigle). 


LILY WEEVIL (Agasphaerops nigra) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy damage 
by larvae in one field. (Cal. Coop. Rept., Oct. 21-31), 


PINE WEBWORM (Tetralopha robustella) - MISSISSIPPI - Infesting 
15 percent of an experimental 10-month-old loololly pine plantation 
near State College. (Neel), 


i 


County. Average 14 larvae per tree and have been defoliating these 
trees during Septernber and October. (Weems). 


INSECTS APPECTING MAN AND ANIMALS _ 

HOUSE FLIES - ARIZONA - Flies, mainly Musca domestica, popula- 
tion indices of two smail towns in southeastern Maricopa County and 
northwestern Pinal Counties: average of five highest grill counts in 
nine blocks, October 3l1-November 4, was 71.6 compared with 32. 4, 
October 24-28. (Ariz. Coop. Rept. }. 


SCREW-WORM (Callitroga hominivorax) - ALABAMA - Heavy 
infestations in livestock in Autauga County during past few weeks. 
(Arant). 


CLUSTER FLY (Pollenia rudis) - VIRGINIA - Annoying in house in 
Blacksburg. (Grayson). 


BLACK WIDOW SPIDER (Latrodectus mactans) - VIRGINIA - 
Control recommendations still being requested from northern and 
eastern areas. (Morris). 


BROWN DOG TICK (Rhipicephalus sanguineus) - MARYLAND - 
Engorged immature stages found in home in Prince Georges County. 
(U. Md., Ent. Dept. ). 
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CATTLE LICE - UTAH - Threatening infestations in additional — 
areas. (Knowlton). VIRGINIA - Various species, including Bovicola 
bovis, populations still low in Blacksburg area of Montgomery County. 
Turner). 


BLACK FLIES - UTAH - Annoying to hunters in mountains of Cache 
and Rich Coxnties and in an area of Salt Lake County. (Knowlton). 
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CIGARETTE BEETLE (Lasioderma serricorne) - MARYLAND - 
ae spices in Catonsville, Baltimore County. (U. Md., Ent. 
Dept. ). 
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tations. Increased numbers of rice weevils and Angoumois grain 
moths over last year. (Warren). 


PHARAOH ANT (Monomorium pharaonis) - MAINE - Pest in home 
with floors of pressed wood with sawdust between layers. Ants 
have been present for over a year. (Det. R. E. Olson). (Me. A.E.S.). 


OLD HOUSE BORER (Hylotrupes bajulus) - MARYLAND - Infesting 
structural timbers ofa new house in Frederick. (U. Md., Ent. Dept. ). 


LADY BEETLES - MARYLAND - Swarming in a house in Leonards- 
town, St. Marys County. (U. Md., Ent. Dept. ). 


CLOVER MITES - NORTH DAKOTA - Invading dwellings in many 
scattered points over the State. Appear somewhat later this year. 
(N.D. Ins. Rept. Serv. ). 
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Of unusual interest was the interception of living larvae of the pink 
bollworm (Pectinephore gossypieila) in seed cotton in baggage from 
Mexico on three occasions recently at Calexico, California. (Allen, 
Koenig, Luke, Pruitt}. On August 31 and September o, two lots of 
infested seed cotton were found in the cotton picking sacks of two Mexi- 
Can contract agricultural workers ("braceros"), On September 6, a 
third lot of infested seed cotton (approximately 5 lbs.) was taken from 
an open-end flour sack being used by the bracero for a pillow. On ex~ 
amining 1/2 of the 5 lb. lot, 25 living and 2 dead pink boliworm larvae 
were found. When questioned regarding the origin of the infested seed 
cotton, the braceros stated it was from Hidalgo, Edinburg, and Santa 
Maria, Texas, where they had vicked cotton under contract during July 
and August, At the termination of their labor contract in Texas, the 
workers had returned to Mexico, had recontracted for a new assignment, 
and were re-entering the United States at Calexico with the infested 
material in their baggage to pick cotton in the California fields. Although | 
the contract workers usually travel "light" with all their gear in a bundle, 
shopping bag, blanket roll, and occasionally a suit case, their baggage 

at times contains infested materials that present an added quarantine 
risk, inasmuch as they are headed directly to agricultural areas, At 

this time of the year these workers move in considerable numbers from 
Mexico to the United States through various ports, with as many as 

36, 990 entering through the port of Calexico during September of this 
year. In addition to the pink bollworm larvae intercepted at Calexico, 
larvae of the avocado weevil, the Mexican fruit fly, and adults of the 

boll weevil were found in laborers! baggage. At El Paso, Texas, inter- 
ception of living pink bollworm larvae in seed cotton in braceros baggage 
from Mexico included two interceptions on October 13, 1i on October 14, 
7 on October 15, and 5 on October 16. 


The pink bollworm is a widespread and serious pest of cotton, ranked by 
some entomologists as the sixth most destructive insect in the world. Tt 
is known to occur in part of Europe, Asia, Africa, South America, 
Australia, Pacific Islands, West Indies, Mexico, and some areas of the 
southern United States where it is under quarantine. It was introduced 
into the United States, probably from Mexico, prior to 1918. In this 
country it is known only from Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and southern Florida. 


Living larvae of the pink bollworm have been intercepted on numerous 
occasions by plant quarantine inspectors at various ports in cotton bolls, 
linters, bagging, cotton seed or okra pods from many parts of the world 
including Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Venezuela, Colombia, Trinidad, 
italy, Sicily, Cyprus, Egypt, Syria, Angola, Greece, Turkey, Pakistan, 
India, China, Manchuria, Korea, Japan, Philippines, several islands of 
the West Indies, including Puerto Rico and the Pacific Islands, including 
Guam and Hawaii, {Compiled - Plant Quarantine Branch), 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES (Continued from page 1026) 


STINK BUGS averaged 18 per 100 sweeps October 46 and THREE- 
CORNERED ALFALFA HOPPER averaged 26 adults per 100 sweeps. 
(Fenton). CORN LEAF APHID infestation 12-16 per linear foot of 
row on dry-land barley and 50 per linear foot of irrigated barley 

in Payne County. Found infesting wheat in Logan and Payne Counties, 
up to 10 per linear foot of row. {Coppock). A light infestation of 
BLACK CARPET BEETLE in stored grain in Canadian, Custer, 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Grady Counties, and a light to medium 
infestation of CONFUSED FLOUR BEETLE in stored grain in Custer 
and Kiowa Counties. A heavy infestation of RICE WEEVIL in one 
location in Kiowa County. (Stanford, Rogers, Coppock). 


CALIFORNIA - SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID causing severe dam- 
age to alfalia in Stanislaus County. One planting killed out. Heavy 
infestation in southern Solano County, almost to the Yolo County 
line, (Cal. Coop. Rept. ). 
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